
AP Environmental Science Summer Reading 2014 

Welcome to AP Environmental Science or APES for short!  This class requires a high level of enthusiasm 
and commitment and is designed to offer a rigorous and “college like” class experience.  AP courses 
provide advanced students like you the opportunity to exercise their minds with college level 
materials and concepts.  The design of this course will be similar to that of a college laboratory 
course, so it will be important to keep up with text readings class work and laboratory assignments.  
Major topics of study we focus on in APES include:  Energy Systems and Resources, The Living World, 
Populations, Land and Water Use, Energy Resources and Consumption, Pollution, and Global 
Change.  Studying environmental science today is amazing because of both the recent advances 
we’ve seen in science that have aided our understanding of the world around us and the challenges 
society is experiencing regarding our ever changing environment.   

Assignment 1: 

Your first assignment will entail summer reading from a selection of books carefully selected to 
introduce you to more advanced thought and experiences in environmental science from a wide 
array of perspectives.  As you read the book that you have chosen from the list provided, consider 
how it ties in with one or more of the subjects I’ve mentioned above. 

Choose any one of the books listed (don’t forget, you don’t have to buy, many of these books can 
be found at your local library).  Read and enjoy, and THEN… 

a. Write in 50 words or less a “jacket cover” tagline/description of what your book is about 

b. Write a 2 page summary and reflection (think: book review).  Your reflection should be typed, in 
12pt font with 1 inch margins and 1.5 spaced. 

* If you have another relevant reading selection in mind, feel free to email me for approval.    

Assignment 2: 
 
Embracing an appreciation for the outdoors will help you understand the importance of this course. 
We would like you to spend a couple of hours (or more, let’s at least make it two) over the passage 
of summer participating in outdoor activities such as camping, hiking, fishing, canoeing/kayaking, 
visiting a state or national park, volunteering for an environmental group or learning center or any 
outdoor activity that you favor.  You might be surprised at how many volunteer opportunities are 
available in our community.  Call the Broadlands Nature Center, Loudoun Wildlife Conservancy, and 
Banshee Reeks Nature Preserve; to name just a few local organizations that can introduce you to 
your environment. 
You must submit documentation of your visit that includes a picture of you interacting with nature (a 
selfie is good! ). Write a one-page reflection of your visit, including any observations of wildlife, 
pictures (minimum 2) of your visit, environmental problems (pollution, etc.), and how you enjoyed the 
activity. 
 
Environmental Science is in the news nearly every day!  Follow Mrs. Blackwell on twitter @EnviroRocks 
where she frequently shares news and information about Environmental Science.   Now choose a 
book, pour a glass of lemonade, find a cool and comfy spot poolside or at the beach and get 
started! 

Submission of both assignments 1 and 2 will be to turnitin.com by September 19.  Watch Mr. Mosser’s 
and Mrs. Blackwell’s website for instructions on how to log into turnitin.com.  Instructions are also 
attached here.  

 



THE LIST –  

Environmental science is a science in the traditional sense, but it’s complicated by societies, opinions, 
government, beliefs, economics, laws, and ethics. If you want to succeed in APES, you’ll need to 
constantly embrace this inter-disciplinary perspective. The list of books below is by no means 
presenting an agenda of any kind.  It’s nothing more than a mix of books demonstrating the variety 
of environmental topics. Agree, disagree, like, or dislike, it’s up to you. 

1) Cod: A Biography of the Fish that Changed the World 
By Mark Kurlansky 

 
2) Toms River: a Story of Science and Salvation 

By Dan Fagin 
 
3) World On the Edge: How to Prevent Environmental and Economic Collapse 

By Lester Brown 
 
4) The Boom: How Fracking Ignited the American Energy Revolution and Changed the World 

By Russell gold 
 
5) Tangled Roots: The Appalachian Trail and American Environmental Politics 

By Sarah Mittlefehldt 
 
6) Grass, Soil, Hope: A Journey Through Carbon Country 

By Courtney White 
 
7) Chasing Water: a Guide for Moving from Scarcity to Sustainability 

By Brian Richter 
 
8) The World According to Monsanto 

By Marie-Monique Robin 
 
9) Where the Wild Things Were 

By William Stolzenburg  
 
10) The Big Thirst: The Secret Life and Turbulent Future of Water 

By Charles Fishman 
 
11) Eco-Scam:  The False Prophets of Ecological Apocalypse 

By Ronald Bailey 
 
12) Silent Spring 

By Rachel Carson 
 
 
 

 

See the next page for directions on submitting your summer assignment. 

 

 



 

Turnitin.com Login Instructions  

To enroll in the APES Summer Assignment class use the class ID and class enrollment password 
listed below.   

1) Access turnitin.com from the Internet.  
2) On the top right side of page, click on “create account”, scroll down and click on 

“student”. 
3) Using the class ID and enrollment password provided create an account. 
4) When you are prompted to create your password to access turnitin.com, make sure it 

is one you will remember. 

 

 

The end date for submission of your summer assignment is 19 September 2014 at 11:59 pm.  
Submission is only through turnitin.com and no late submissions will be accepted. 

 

Class ID Enrollment password 
8138120 APES 


